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from the Azores to the Ural Mountmains, t Q  observe at the 
same point of time in spite of differences of longituclo ancl 
consequently of local time, in order that there may be 
no dawdling in the central offices about the reception of 
the telegraphic reports. Into this international ai~aiige- 
ment any change of practice in time keeping int.roduces 
confusion. For these reasons the Meteorological Office 
obtained permission under the [Sumnier-Time] act, to 
retain Gree1iwic.h time for t,he hours of observation at its 
observatories ancl stations, but by doing so its reports 
were belated nomindZy by an hour and too late for t.hc 
regular hours of delivery and postage. Special nclviiiice 
copies of an abbreviated report, were mnnifolcletl an( 1 
distribut,ed. With the new hours :it post-offices it 
became impossible to coniiniinicnte the results of the 
evening observations escept to privileged offices, and it. 
was e ually impossible t.0 iiiaintaiii t,he evening reports 
from t B e heialth resorts at the usual hour. They had t,o 
be made an hour earlier.“ 

Two point,s raised b the experience of Summer-time 

the war. One is of very eneral eirring, namely, t,ho 

to select a nioining hour like 7h, G.M.T., for the chief 
met,eorologicd effort, of the dqy. .It. is not. quite early 
enough for our [Brit.ish] “ evening” pibperb, ant1 yet it. 1s 
an uncomfortable hour in winter for ofice work. Now 
that tvhe place of mneteorolo icitl work in t.he life of t,he 

reconsidered by the countries which are associated ill 
nieteorological work, after the war. 

The neces- 
sity for keeping the whole number of observeiu informed 
as to  whnt taction shoulcl be taken in re aril to the chniige 

nity of coiiimuaicat,ion. Such coiiiiiiuiiicatioii is ol>viously 
a useful agemy in the organiziitioii of i b  syst.em which 
includes many hundreds of independent but coo i3ribtill.g 

atetl only through the Office. In consequence, a four-page 
monthly circular has been set on foot for the purpose and 
has been found useful in many ways.3 

E are brought out, addel 9 to other es erienceu of work for 

considerations that have P ecl the assocint.et1 countries 

con1munit.y is well estrrblis a ed, t,he yuest.ion might be 

of clocks resolved it>self into the need o 9 regihr opportu- 

observers distribu ted over the three kingdoms nn ts nssoci- 

The other is of a more domestic cliwrrcter. 

“SUMMEB TIME” OR DAYLIGHT SAVlNG IN OTHEB 
COUNTRIES. 

On mother page a. pea.r quotations from the Annual 

settint7 forth the opinions ancl esperience of the Meteoro- 
logicakr Office during 1916-17 with “ suiiiiiier h i e ”  in 
Great Britain. 

The British Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
iiieiit appointed, on September 20, 1016, a coniniittee “ to 
inquire into the s o c d  and econoiiiic results of the 
Suiiinier Time act, 1916, and to consider (1) w-het,her it is 
advisable that Surimier Tiiiie should be reintroduwd in 

For an account of the organization of the Meteorologiral Office, 
see MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW, 1915, 43: -149, ffg.-c. A .  jr., 

:{ Grmt Britain. Metcorologicd O$iw C‘irciiZi~r. The att.eulive 
reader will have noticed eeveral quotations from this rirru1a.r in recent 
issues nf t.he MONTHLT WEATHER REVIEW. The c-inwlar is of t,lie ixigr* 
size of o w  own Hurenu Topics and Pmonnel. 

I3esidc t,he aclviccs necessary for I.lie coopmit.ive obserwrs and t,he 
v:~ncm notes relating to Meteorologiid (Jlliw personnel, 1.hc c.irciilnr 
usually contitins several aragrapha on selr.rt.ed interesting current 
observatioiis and frequentry abstractv somo pihliration of interest, til 
the force. The vnliie of the circular jusbitirts n elightly Iiiglier gruclr 
d paper than that now employed, thereby inyiiring grent,pr rIura),ilit.y 
of the interesting rerords it ca,rries.--c. A . ,  jr. 

Report of the Meteoro s ogical Comniittee of Cheat Britain 

. - . . _- . . _- .. . . .  

1917.’’ This coniinittee submitted its report on Febru- 
ary 33, 1917 (London, 19171, and from a copy available 
ikt the central oftice the following extracts of special 
interest to the Weather Bureau are reprinted. The 
origina.1 nuinbering for the paragraphs has been retained. 

iMetPoroloqica1 M’o~k. 

70. ‘L’hu operation of Suiiiiiiur Tilue last year [1916-171 
:qq)eilrs to have introduced sonie elements of uncertainty 
ciud dificult:y into the work of the Ifeteorological Office. 
Sir Napier Shnw, the Director of the Oflice, sup lied us 
with AD interesting stateiiieiit, on the subject, t f e niost 
import:mt fwtures of which we give below. 

71. The w.vorli of the Meteorological Office, we are 
iiifoniied, hrcs to be regdecl from two points of view, viz: 

(1) The ciirwn.t dai2.y work of collecting information 
liy telegraph froin about 100 observatories and stations in 
thc linit,ed Kingdom, on the Continent and the Atlantic 
i slmcls, and distributing reports, storm warnings, etc., 
1 I;I .R~??~ on this information, to  various quarters; and 

( 2 )  ‘The pu.bbic wcc,r.d, which involves colliwt-ion by the 
wi~tdi or t,hr ninnth of (iiiostly voluntary) observations 
fn im 500 stntions, in addition to t.lie I 0 0  officid stations 
iihovr mentioned. 

72.  ‘The current dady w r k  was continued at  the same 
hours as prwiouslT, by Creeiiwich time, *in ticcordance 
with the proviso in Section I (5) of the Sunlaits-Tinie act. 
Consequently, as the messages from the stations were 
alw-n>-s telegrii. Ihed a t  the last possible moinent before 
the closing of t h e post oflices, the hour for sending them 
had to be changed, t,hus spoiling the contiiiuity of the 
records. 

Moreover t,hs whole. daily output of the ofice’s reports, 
f~irocnsts iuid storm warnings was noniinally an hour 
late. So €ar as stonn warnings are concerned the delay 
of t in  hour ~-oulcl have been fatal, since the country post 
ofices were vlosed before t,he reports could be prepared 
and the hoisting st,ations could not therefore have been 
reached by telegraph. 

No inconvenience, however, actually resulted in this 
rospec,t in 1916 because, by request of the Admiralty, the 

md issue of warnings to coast stations had already 

The distribution of the daily weather reports by early 
post (1:30 p. ni. a t  the G. P. 0.) had to be abandoned. 

The opinion of the French Service was taken as to the 
possibility of accelcrating the whde service 

However, summing up the general effect of Suninier 
Time on the current daily work, Sir Napier Shaw observes 
that i‘ the iiiconveniences were as far as possible over- 
c‘imie without serious c,omplaint from the services or t,he 
various naval and niilitary establishments for which the 
infoiination was collected.” 

73. As regards the public record, Sir Napier Shaw 
remarks thst it  is too soon to forni an official opinion. 
In spite of vel7 careful instructions a great deal of con- 
fusion arose with the observers as regards the hours at 
which the observations were made, and the continuity of 
mmy series of observations has been interrupted. ‘‘I,, 
impression is,” he sap,  ‘‘ that there is now no possibility 
of  placing lq-ond dispute the exact time of any event, 
escept those dedt  m3th by telegra.ph, which occurred 
between 3Cny 31 and Septeiiiber 30. A future historian 
inny find it iiii ossible to fix the esact hour of the battle 
of Jutlmd. $ow many discontinuities, intentional or 
unintentiond, there are in the records, will only be 
known when we summarize the results for the year, and 

suspended on other grounds. 

e m n e n t l  
by an hour, but the proposal was not favorab P y receivec? 
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how far they will affect the value of the results to be 
obtained from the observations will not be disclosed until 
we know what questions the services want us to qswer. 
From the scientifk point of view the discontinuitL of 
hour introduces a defect which is fatal and for w ch 
there is no renied .” 

74. Sir Napier haw concludes: “ We have got through 
the iinniediate difficulties of Summer Tinre by making 
s ecial provision of one sort or other to meet com- 
D Y aints addressed to us. For the future, if the experi- 
k e n t  of 1916 is repeated, the proper course will be again 
to keep continuity as far .as ossible and make good the 

sion we can devise and carry out.” 
75. We do not feel that we can add anything to Sir 

Napier Shaw’s statement; but we may, perhaps, espress 
the hope that the proppsal for a permanent acceleration 
by one hovr of the intevational service of weather 
reports (whch we are told is not impossible to carry out, 
although it involves certain difficulties) will receive 
further consideration. 

requirements of the service ?b y whatever special provi- 

Fmeign countriee. 

[The replies to circulars sent to foreign countries, 
and information supplied by the War Trade Intelligence 
De art.ment, indicate that]- &. Daylighbsaving schemes were adopted last year 
[lSl6-17J by France, Holland, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Italy, Portugal, and in Germany and Austria. 
The scheines were started on various dates from the 1st of 
Ma onward, and terminated for the most part at  the 

in Portugal, where summer time was continued unti 
the 31st of October. The variation from normal time 
seems to have been one hour in every case. 

79. [According to the reports Great Britain (excludin 
Ireland), France, Holland, Portugal, Germany, anr 
Austria, favored repeating the ex e m e n t  in 1917; Den- 

Spain yielded no information.] 
83. [Daylight-saving schemes have been adopted in 

Sustralia and Tasmania, and locally in Canada (Saint 
John, N. B.): New Zealand rejected the bill, and the 
Union of South Africa has not adopted a scheme.] 

Cmclwion. 

84. We recommend, therefore, that Summer Time 
should be reintroduced in 1917 and in subsequent years. 

5 en B of September, the only csception apparently hein 

K 
mark and Sweden were apparent P y undecided; Italy and 

W A L L  OB 1917 IN TEE BBITISH ISLES. 
[Reprintd frono Nature, London, Feb. 14,11)18,100: 472.1 

’T&I rainfall of 1917 in the British Isles was about the 
average, but large areas of deficient rainfall occurred in 
nll parts of the countiy. According to Syruons’s Neteor- 
ological Magazine for January (vol. lii, No. 624) the 
most important of these areas were in the center, tart 
of the north, and the southwest of England, all of w ich 
had deficiencies of more than 10 per cent. The east 
midlands of Scotland were also dry, the deficiency ex- 
ceeding 20 per cent over an area estending from the 
Firth of Forth to the Grampians. The southern half of 
Ireland and the extreme north and the south of Wales 
had a rainfall below the average. Unusually wet re ons 
included the west and north of Scotland, the aort $ of 

Ireland, the Yorkshire Wolds, Cardigan Bay, and the 
London district. August, October, and November 
showed a general excess of rainfall over the country. 
May was rather wet in Ireland and June in England, 
especially locally. Fehruary and December were un- 
usually dry, and there was, on the whole, a general 
deficiency of rainfall during the first seven months of the 
year. 

WEATHEB AND HONEY PBODUCTION.’ 

By L. -4. KENOYER. 
IAbaahad reprfntd from U. S. Expexlment Statim Record, Woahlngton, 1917,37:854.] 

The author here reports studies, based on daily records 
for 39 years, kept by a successful beekeeper, as to the 
wei h t  of a hive of bees and the accomp.anying weather 

esert a marked influence on the production of honey. 
The conclusions drawn are as follows: 

er cent of the annual hive increase 

increase is indicative of a good honey year. There is an 
evident alternation between oocl and oor ye-. A 

honey season heing preceaed by a fall, winter, and 
spring with more than the average precipitation. A 
rainy May scarcely fails to precede a good honey season. 
South wiiid seems favorable and east wind unfaporable. 

“The yield shows a gradual depression preceding and 
a gradual increase until about the fourth day followin 
a rainy day, after which it remains fairly constant unti 
about the fourteenth day following the rain. Good 
honey months average slightly higher in temperature 
than poor, this bein especially true of the s ring nnd 

honey. Yield is best on days having a maximum of SO 
to 90’ F. and a wide daily range of temperature is favor- 
able for a good yield. A low barometer is also favorable 
for good yeld. The fluctuations in yield for a producing 
period seem to be closely correlated with the temperature 
ran e and the barometric pressure, acting jointly. A 
col f winter has no detrimental effect on the yield of the 
succeeding season, but a cold March reduces it. A winter 
of heavy snowfall is in the oat majority of cases fol- 

concitions. 5 

and July about haf  7 of the remainder. A large June 

ood year has a rainfall slimht 7 y above t E e average, the 

These show that changes in the weather 

“June yields 56 

4 

fall months. Clear fi ays are favorable to pro (T uction of 

lowed by a larger honey yie f d.” 

FOBMEB WEATEEB BUBEAU OFFICIAL IN NAVAL BESEBVE 
FLYING CORPS. 

A cornmimication from the Office of Naval 0 erations, 

and District Forecaster Alexander Geor e McAdie, 

was enrolled in the Naval Reserve F1 ing Corps 

1918, and is shortly to go abroad in copnection with the 
meteorological branch of the Naval Air Service. 

Lieutcnant Commander McAdie’s name is therefore 
to be added to the list of meteorologists given by 
Prof. R. De C. Ward, at the to of a e 592 in the 

an acquaintance with former Prof. ELicAdie will surely 
wish him great success in his new undertaking. 

United States Nav , dated March 4, 1918, in P o m s  the 
Weather Bureau t l at former Professor of Meteorology 

recently of Harvard University and Blue 2 ill Observa- 

toT wit the rank of lieutenant commander, on E9 ebruary 1, 

REVIEW, December, 1917. All w t o ha i!l t e pleasure of 

18ee Bulletin, Iowa State experiment station, 2917, 169:15-26, fig. 


